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Deadline has been extended to May 17, 2019
March 1, 2019
Re:  Monterey Park Sister City Association

Prospective Student Ambassador

The Monterey Park Sister City Association is seeking applicants for the 2019 Student Exchange Program with Nachikatsuura in Japan.  Tentative travel dates to Japan would be mid-July thru mid-August 2019.  
Applicants must meet the minimum requirements as mentioned on the attached application and interest expressed in the questions and essay (references are optional).  All entries will be reviewed by the Board of the Monterey Park Sister City Association with the top 10 candidates interviewed.  Two students will be selected to represent Monterey Park and will receive an all expense paid trip to Nachikatsuura, Japan.  However, students are required to bring their own shopping money and “orei” (gifts) for the appropriate city officials and host families.  The trip is a 7-10 day excursion with the length of the trip and the dates to be set by the officials of Nachikatsuura.  The selected students and their families will be expected to become a member of the MP Sister City Association, attend Sister City functions, and provide a student presentation of the trip.

In return, the selected students and their families will be required to host two students from Japan in the summer of 2020.  Hosting responsibilities include housing the two students, taking them to tourist attractions, shopping areas, and other entertainment or youth activities befitting visitors from another country.  Limited expenses for these activities will be reimbursed by the Monterey Park Sister City Association.  

This is a once, in a life-time opportunity to see the sights of Japan and visit one of Monterey Park’s sister cities.  Should you wish to be considered, your application must be postmarked April 26 May 17, 2019 or prior.  Entries received after April 26th May 17 will be disqualified. 
Sincerely,

David Ikeda

Co-President, Monterey Park Sister City Association 


Monterey Park/Nachikatsuura Sister City Association

    

Post Office Box 482; Monterey Park, CA 91754

             “People to People” Student Exchange Program

Application

Deadline has been extended to May 17, 2019
Requirements:

· U.S. Citizen

· Resident of Monterey Park
· Currently in high school -10th,11th, or 12th grade
· Enthusiastic, friendly, open-minded, and in good health (physical exam required if selected)

· Available to travel in July or August

· Participation as a member of the Sister City Association after return from the sister city trip

· Willing to learn a few Japanese phrases and customs through a one-day orientation session

· Complete application and attachments submitted by April 26 May 17, 2019 – postmarked no later

Name:  _____________________________   Male: ______  Female: ______   Age: ______

Grade: ______
U.S. Citizen: Yes ______   No ______
Telephone: ________________

Address: ______________________________________
Zip Code: _________________

E-Mail Address:  ________________________________ Cell Phone: __________________

Attachments:


 FORMCHECKBOX 

Personal Information Questionnaire

 FORMCHECKBOX 

One-page essay on “Why you would be a good Student Ambassador and your reason for wanting to visit Japan”
I hereby certify that the above and attached information is true and correct.  I further certify that if I am selected as a representative of the People to People Student Exchange Program, I will abide by all guidelines provided, conduct myself appropriately, and represent the City of Monterey Park with integrity and courtesy.  It is also my understanding that an interview may be required as part of the selection process.

Date:  _______________ 
Signature of Applicant: __________________________________

Parent:
I hereby give my permission for my child, __________________________________, to participate in the People to People Student Exchange Program as sponsored and directed by the Monterey Park Sister City Association.  The above and attached information is true to the best of my knowledge.

Date:  _______________ 
 Parent’s Signature: __________________________________


PERSONAL INFORMATION
Print Name: ____________________________   

School Academic Data (Verification may be requested):

Name of School:  ___________________________________________
Grade Point Average: _________

Favorite Subject:  ____________________________

Why:  

Least favorite subject(s) and why? 

Vocational choice and reason for this choice? 

Other:

1. What responsibilities do you have at home?

2. What is the longest period of time you have been away from your family?  When and where?

3. Any special talents or abilities?

4. Do you have a part-time job?  Where and what do you do?

5. Do you belong to any clubs or organizations, and what is its purpose?

6. Have you done any volunteerism activities and what were they?

7. Positions of leadership and its responsibilities:

8. What do you do during your leisure time?

REFERENCE FORM

I, ____________________________, am applying for the Monterey Park Sister City Association’s “People to People Student Exchange Program” in which I am competing for an all expense paid trip to Nachikatsuura, Japan and have given your name as a reference.  I would appreciate your help in completing the following information to submit as part of the application process.

Name of Referral:  ___________________________ Relationship: _________________________

Address: __________________________________  City: ________________________________

Zip Code: __________________
Telephone Number: _________________________________

E-Mail Address: ______________________________________________________________________

How long have you known the applicant? __________
In what capacity: _________________

How would you rank the applicant in comparison to his/her peers in the following characteristics? (3=satisfactory; 5=exceptional)

	Trait
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Friendliness
	
	
	
	
	

	Enthusiasm
	
	
	
	
	

	Flexibility
	
	
	
	
	

	Open-mindedness
	
	
	
	
	

	Behavior
	
	
	
	
	

	Consideration
	
	
	
	
	

	Responsibility
	
	
	
	
	


Is there any reason the applicant would not be a good representative of the City of Monterey Park and the Sister City Association? 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

In your opinion, what other characteristics does the applicant possess that would make him/her a good representatives for our “People to People” Program?

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Any other comments are welcome.  Please provide on the reverse side of this form.

Signature of referral: ___________________________________ 
Date: ___________________

“People to People”








                                                       Monterey Park Sister City Association – Nachikatsuura, Japan

                                                       Post Office Box 482

                                                       Monterey Park, CA 91754


